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Nix straight-ticket ballot

You have to hand it to Sen. Petér Burling, D-Cornish; and lus

Democrat colleagues for their stance against straight tickét
ballots. On Noy. 7, Democrats in New Hampshire were the
beneficiaries of the ma_]onty of straight-ticket votes, which account- |
ed for, about one-thifdl of all votes. That ma']orlty helped fuel the
Democrats’ unprecedented surge into power.’ .|

Yet, New Hampsh:re Democrats appeat rgady:, to stlck to thelr A
pnnmples and do away with the mechamsm that so entrenched .
New Hampshire’s long-standis piab ities: .

We hope Democrats,. aze fsmccessful in
Straight-ticket ballots aréan ‘snachronism amy
remain ignorant of the issties or the true posit
Having a straight-ticket option on the bal
identification with lmcal partles Tt's far

Some argue ‘that the strmght—ﬁcket ba]flot is a conyenience, malk-
ing it worth keeping. Convenience is harﬂly a cornerstone of the
dech:ratlc process, If an_ythmg, democracy in mconvement requir-
ing eV Zritizen 6 spend sorite hme thm]ﬂng abmut the future’iof al
towni4 state or”the nauan.ﬁ, & - P

Votmgm ot supposefl to be a mmdless actmty D

In earlier eras, when more voters were illiterate and it was more
difficult. for candidabes to eomrmunicate with, potential voters, there
was-a stronger. argument for the simplicity straight-ticket voting
offers. Today’s. clectorate is better mformed, or at least has the
option to be better informed, then any in American history. And:as’
the onslaught of political ads each cycle shows, commumcatmg w:lth
voters is the not the challenge it once was. ;

The justification for straight-ticket votmg simply doesn’t out-
weigh the drawbacks. .

.No matter who wins the electlon stra1ght—ucket votingis a Joser
for democracy.




